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as the spiritual autobiography of a godly man. So
while Wesley went about, chattered, read, played
tennis, wrote flippant letters to his brother Samuel
enclosing verses on Cloe's favourite flea or such
like, he would sorrowfully enter up in his diary,
" boasting, greedy of praise, intemperate sleep
. . . heat in arguing." He lived, he declared,
in the practice of " known sins," which made him
very uneasy before his three times a year partici-
pation in the Lord's Supper; but since he was
not long after to stigmatise dining in Hall on
Friday as " grossly sinful," it is not likely that his
delinquencies were very alarming.

Although, like the rest of his family he was
desperately poor and always in debt, he managed
to go about a little ; and towards the beginning
of 1725 went with his friend Kirkham to the
latter's home, the rectory at Stanton in Worcester-
shire. There he met the three Kirkham sisters :
Mrs. Chapone (though not the famous one),
Damans, and above all, Betty, known to her
familiar friends as Varanese. With the last he
fell in love, while she on her part, in a phrase at
once religious and loyal, told him that she " loved
him more than all mankind, save her God and
King." But what is the good of a penniless man
falling in love ? " Whether or not you will be
engaged before thirty, I cannot determine," his
sister Emilia wrote to him ; "if my advice be
worth listening to, never engage your affections
before your worldly affairs are in such a position